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on agency decisions to make policy in numerous 
contexts—employment, student data management, 
and school meals, to name just a few.  Judicial review 
promotes accountability by compelling an agency to 
consider all relevant factors, thoroughly explain any 
inconsistency with its prior positions and maintain 
compliance with statutory and constitutional 
mandates.  Judicial review thus plays a vital role in 
ensuring the transparency and  thoroughness of 
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year, those same two states ranked among the top 
three for highest child poverty rates, defined as an 
annual income below $25,283 for a family of four, with 
28 and 26.9 percent of children under 18 living in 
poverty.12  “An inaccurate count . . . [thus] means that 
the children most dependent upon and in need of the 
services subsidized by federally funded programs 
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an undocumented family member.17  That number 
does not take into account undocumented children 
themselves. 18      

The Secretary’s decision to include a citizenship 
question on the census is thus poised to adversely 
impact an already vulnerable population.  As the 






